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Author' H  Note 

The  Koolcnay  Lako  rcsioii  in  soiithorii  British 
Colunil)ia — cornprisini,'  the  Southern  Selkirk  Moun- 
tains— is  wihl  and  ruu'tri'd,  and  may  he  likened  to 
Switzerlatul.  Indeed,  the  Selkiiks  are  thr  Alps  of 
the  North  Aniei-iean  Continenl.  The  peaks,  some 
of  whieh  rise  to  an  elevation  as  u'reat  as  ten  thous- 
and feet,  are  crowned  with  snow  at  all  seasons,  and 
hut  Ww  of  them  ever  have  been  climbed  or  named. 

The  lirilish  Ctijumbian  srovfrniuent  offers  this  in- 
ducement to  explorers:  Anyone  who  ascends  an  un- 
named peak,  builds  a  little  cairn  and  leaves  therein 
a  bottle  eontaininsr  a  record  of  the  ascent,  with 
facts  as  to  elevatitui  and  a  name,  is  permitted  to 
christen  the  peak.  The  name  is  duly  gazetted  and 
formally  used  upon  nuips  of  the  province. 


Durinj?  a  part  of  the  month  of  July,  1915.  the 
wi-iter  was  eiu*am[)ed,  with  two  helpers,  at  Sixteen- 
Mile  Cal)in.  on  Fry  River,  eufjaKcd  in  the  cruise  of 
timber  limils  cmlu-accd  withi:i  the  valley.  The  Fry 
is  the  largest  of  mimerous  streams  which  fall  into 
lieautiful  Kootenay  Lake  from  the  cast. 

Lyiiif^  to  the  south  ami  west  was  an  especially 
prominent  peak  which  commanded  daily  observa- 
tion. When  my  work  was  finished  I  found  that  I 
should  have  a  few  days  at  my  disposal  before  the 
next  boat-day,  when  I  \\  as  due  at  the  beach;  and  I 
decided  to  attempt  the  ascent  of  this  peak.    Aecord- 
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:ill'l\.  liiv  (liirlv  Irt'l  i';iln|i  ;it  illiniil  mM'h  (i"c|(H'k  A 
M  ,  c.'i!  lyiii'j  uii!;.  ;!  Iitniii,  >')!iir  iiiiiti-hcs  jiiiil  ;i  !i','!it 
I  IiiiUmi  \  \\i\\   ;i\t'. 

W'l'  went  west  (ln\  II  fli,-  tivil  II II  t  i!  W' crosM'd  Si  X 
t'M'M  Mill-  Ci'ccU,  wlii.-ti  is  ii  \i'v\  swil'l  nI  renin  coin- 
iiii:  intii  ill''  h'ry  rium  llic  siiutli.  iiml  which  (Irniiis 
!h>'  riistti'ii  sl(i|M'  III'  thr  laiiirc  U<  which  '>\\v  ])•  :\k  hv- 
hiiivr'd.  Al'ttf  ci'dssiii!.'  the  cfi'ck  wc  left  the  trail 
iiikI  stiiiti'd  up  the  I'ltlu'C  ('liriil)'iitr  towjird  tlic  south 
;iii(l  west.  We  hi'hl  this  cnin-sc  Tor  pci'haps  M  mile 
niid  a  h;dr  nl'  \riy  Imd  'joiiiu'.  tiiroiiyh  tinder,  th(> 
'.■•iniiiid  riitiiln'ri'd  witli  \viiidf.ill->  ."id  iiiidi  flir'ish  pc- 
ciiliiii'  to  this  hii';dit\.  fiMif  luiisli  (III  the  tiiouit- 
tiiiiis  sfldoiii  'jcows  D'tfiuht,  lint  upward  and  out- 
ward away  from  the  slope;  and  it  is  diffienlt  to 
Iravt'l  alon'j  tlie  side  of  the  slope.  It  is  innrh  oasier 
t\>  ^o  st  rainht   up  oi-  down. ) 

When  \vc  arrived  at  a  certain  op«>ii  place  on  tlio 
cd'te  of  a  slide  we  could  see  oui'  oltjcctive  and  nlsa 
:<.  smaller  peak  farther  north  and  inu(di  neai'cr  us. 
1  perreived  that  it  would  lie  better  for  us  to  (dinih 
th(^  sinalh  r  i>c:!k  first  and  then  ci-oss  to  tho  oilier. 

As  this  point  we  were  (dose  to  tiinlier  line.  The 
I'ocks  were  hare  and  tlie  ^'oini,'  niucdi  iinjimvod. 
Here  we  turned  up  the  mountain,  across  a  hi','  rock 
slide,  in  the  direction  of  an  almost  per[)endicnlar 
wall  of  Kick  whi(di  wc  woi-kod  ai-onnd  toward  the 
south  and  west  until  we  t'ound  ourselves  behind  it, 
and  in  what  we  fittintrly  termed  "the  saddle."  Tt 
was  a  jrrass-'.rrown  valley  between  the  low  rocky 
rid'je  that  we  had  just  passed  and  the  smaller  of  the 
t\vo  i)eaks.  Snow  lay  a  few  rods  away  on  either  side 
of  us,  and  within  a  iuindred  feet  two  streams  were 
formed — one  flowinjr  northward  into  the  Fry  at  the 
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Tliirtccii  Mile   (';il)iM    Jiml   ftiif   rnsl     t<i    Sixli'i'M-.Milr 
( 'rci'U 

A  (Mild  ujimI  u  ;is  ili'iiw  iiiu  llii-iMijii  1  III-  ^.i.lili' ,  aiiil 
;!s  we  urii'  <li'<'ii<'li('(|  ui'li  pti'sjiii  jitinn  uc  liii^tt'in  <l 
(III  ii|i  the  .slcc|i,  f-M'.issy  nImiic  while  wild  llnucrs 
wiMc  liiiiwiiiu  ill  |>i  iiriisioM.  We  siHiii  cHiiii'  to  small 
siK.w  liclils,  iiiid  (iii)illy  t(i  the  riduc.  nlonu  which 
tlicic  w!is  a  iiiniicr  ol'  siHiw,  rru/cii  li.inl.  A  t'cw 
iiiinutcs  iiiiiri'  lii'xjiiLiiit  us  In  ihc  liarc  suiiiinit  ol'  tiic 
peak. 

Ilcic   We  ale   iiiir   luiii'li   1)1'  liisciiitv,  siitint;   in  the 
(■hct'r\'   sunshine,   wd    1  iiniiiLdi,   Inil    warm   ainl   cuin 
t'di'Ialilc ;    wiiilc    Ml    cliisc    to    tlir    Miow     lliat    I    could 
fcadi    it    with    my    left    hand    tViim    the    \>ai'm    stone 
which   was  m,\    seat. 

Alter  linisiiinu'  our  lunch  we  started  soutlnvai'd 
aloiiy  the  ridue,  of  which  tin  small  |>eak  is  a  part 
and  the  laiii'e  peak  the  culmination.  Arriviiij;  at 
tlie  base  of  the  larire  peak  we  Ivund  it  so  sleep  in 
many  places  that  slie(  r  climliinL'  was  inipossibii  .  liut 
\)y  iiiakiiin-  sliort  detours  we  worked  urouiid  and  up. 
.Miicli  of  the  way  was  over  snow  and  the  balance  of 
tile  distance  (ivoi  a  slippery  shale  nick.  Il'i'e  it 
was  neeessai'y  I'or  the  man  ahead  to  exercisi'  i^reat 
care  not  to  starl  rocks  slidiii'.  down  on  the  nn  ii  I'ld- 
lowini;.  It'  a  slide  shouUi  bciiin  tlnre  wduld  be  no 
stoppiii'j:  -a1  least  not  for  several  li;iii(!red  feet. 
Near  the  toj)  a  snow-tield,  apiiarently  firmly  iccalod, 
proved  upon  closer  [U'oximity  to  be  .i  liaii'„niiu:  eo)'- 
nice  which  inus!  be  avoided;  but  at  last  we  iv  ached 
the  summit. 

One  ylai'ce  at  the  wonderful  panorama  there 
spread  out  as  a  visual  feast  fully  repaiil  us  for  the 
time  and  elTort  oxjiondod  in  makiui:  the  ascont.     As 


far  as  \v(>  cniild  soo  in  t>\ory  (lii'cclidii  woro  raiif^e 
after  raii^o  and  peak  aft(M'  peak,  all  snow-crowned 
and  jrlisU'tiiiiy  in  llie  brif:lit  sunshine  of  a  cloudless 
day.  Half  of  the  eounti-y  seemed  (o  he  snow-cov- 
ered and  the  rest  was  tiinl)ered  - -the  streakinj^s  of 
ileep  jrreen  whicli  marked  the  narrow  valleys  form- 
ing' a  remarkahle  conti-ast  to  the  adjacent  whiteness, 
and  ureatly  enhaneiiit;  the  beauty  of  the  scene. 

To  the  westwai'd,  tliroutih  the  opening  in  the  hills 
down  which  Ki'v  liiver  makes  its  way.  coidd  be  se(Mi 
a  paj't  of  Kootenay  Lake,  and  to  the  northward,  nest- 
led afrainst  the  niouiitaiii-side  north  of  tiie  Fry,  was  a 
beautiful  little  lake,  liaviu'r  tlie  coloring'  peculiar  to 
jrlacial  lakes — in  fact,  to  i^laeiers  themselves; — a  col- 
oring which  ap})arently  includes  all  shades  of  blue 
and  <,n'e(ii,  h'avin-i  the  observer  in  doubt  as  to  the 
actual  tint. 

The  top  of  the  mountain — only  fifteen  feet  across 
— was  bare  except  for  a  heavy  snow  cornice  along 
its  eastern  edge.  I  hastily  built  a  cairn,  and  wrote 
a  h'w  woi-ds  stating  that  I  had  made  the  ascent  and 
had  christened  the  peak  "Mount  Lillian,"  with  the 
date,  duly  twenty-second,  1915.  Having  no  bottle, 
I  i)laced  the  paper  in  the  cairn  on  a  stone  having  a 
slightly  rounded  surface,  covei'ing  it  with  another 
stone  which  exactly  matched  the  lower  one.  That 
record  will  last  for  years. 

There  was  nothing  on  the  peak  to  indicate  that 
human  beings  evei'  had  been  there.  We  found  fresh 
tracks  of  mountain  goat,  and  under  one  of  the 
stones  of  which  1  built  the  cairn  was  a  large  black 
ant. 

My  barometer  is  graduated  to  six  thousand  feet, 
theicfoie   we  could  (.nly  guess  at  the  altitude;  but 
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timber  line  in  this  region  is  said  to  be  seven  thousand 
five  hundred  Icet,  and  we  were  at  least  one  thous- 
and feet  above  timber  line  in  the  exposed  places. 
On  the  eastern  side  we  were  evidently  fifteen  hun- 
dred feet  above  some  considerable  snow-fields — ^and 
the  timber  on  that  side  ended  far  below  the  snow- 
fields. 

The  peak  is  si)lit  and  torn,  and  is  rapidly  disin- 
tef^ratinjr.  I  never  have  been  in  a  place  where  the 
forces  of  nature  were  working  with  such  certainty 
toward  destruction.  Only  a  comparatively  short 
period  of  time  will  elapse  before  that  peak  will  cease 
to  be,  as  several  hundred  feet  of  the  top  will  slide 
into  the  valley. 

To  the  east  and  west  descent  was  impossible.  To 
the  south  it  looked  to  be  easier  than  the  way  we 
came  up.  1  decided  to  go  down  that  way,  and 
found  it  much  better.  Were  I  to  make  the  ascent 
again  I  should  use  that  route. 

The  ridge,  with  almost  perpendicular  walls  on  the 
sides,  descends  gradually  toward  the  south,  and  we 
followed  it  as  far  as  the  notch,  where  we  left  it  and 
walked  along  a  goat-path  down  the  eastern  side. 
Here  we  encountered  large  snow-fields;  after  cross- 
ing them  we  arrived  in  a  park-like  place  where  the 
surface,  boulder-strewn,  was  grassed  over  between 
the  rocks  and  there  were  literally  acres  of  beautiful 
wild  flowers.  I  recognized  only  the  hare-bell, 
heather,  and  a  laurel  identical  with  our  swamp  laurel 
in  Michigan,  except  that  the  shrub  here  grows  bare- 
ly four  inches  high.  Several  little  streams  fed  by 
melting  snow  tumble  across  this  park.  We  crossed 
the  streams,  making  toward  the  southeast,  to  a  ridge 
that  evidently  ran  eastward  to  Sixteen-Mile  Creek. 
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\\<  struck  tlic  vulixc  and  followed  it  down.  Tlio 
Ijisi  li.iir  of  lli(>  distance  was  very  steep  in  some 
!'l.;'«'s,  so  st.M'p  tli;it  wc  j-ot  into  tlie  tops  of  trees 
'■fnuiiio'  akin-;-  tli.>  wall  and  slid  down  them  to  tlic 
slielf  on  wliich  they  j.fcw,  and  sy  came  to  Sixtcen- 
•Mde  Creek.  Crossin-;  the  stream  to  its  eastern  side 
v\i'  pnrsued  its  course  lliouKh  keeping  well  up  in 
llie  timber,  until  we  leached  the  trail;  and  arrived  at 
'■amp  about  7  :'■](). 

I  hope  sometime  to  iimke  tliis  aseeni  ayaiii.  in 
which  case  I  shall  |)ro\  ide  myself  with  a  camera, 
niid  a  harometer  -radualed  to  til'teen  Ihou.sand  feet. 
So  e,|uipped  1  can  make  an  aoeuiate  record,  and 
report  w  the  fioveriiment  ;  and  if  no  one  else  is 
ahead  of  me.  will  have  the  name  gazetted.  Liutil 
then  the  name  means  nothini;  to  anyone  except  the 
three  iiienilieis  of  the  cruising  parly  who  made  the 
ascent.  They  are  happy  in  being  numbered  now 
among  the  lew  individuals  sui)remely  piivileged  to 
I'lhold  the  grandeur  of  the  Canadian  Hockies  from 
(»iu'  of  their  highest  peaks. 
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(ri)rl$teRln9  ofTLake  ^onn^  (Bum 

The  (lay  follouiii",'  our  ascent  of  Mouiil  Lillian  wo 
broke  caini)  at  the  Sixteen-.Mile  Caliiii  and  packed 
over  to  the  Twelve-Mile  Cabin. 

Fr(»ni  the  summit  of  Mount  Lillian  we  had  ob- 
served, ofi"  to  the  north,  clin«;ing  to  the  side  of  a 
iiiounTain,  a  woiiderl'iil  little  lake.  West  ot"  the  lake 
a  i-igantic  saw-tooth  ridge  arose,  leaning  into  the 
northwest  ;  and  west  of  the  ridge  was  a  uhieier.  Two 
streams,  one  the  outlet  of  the  lake  and  the  other 
formed  at  the  termination  of  the  glaeier,  united  at 
the  fool  of  a  "horse-shoe''  fall  to  form  the  creek 
that  comes  into  Fry  Kiver  at  Twelve-Mile  Cabin, 
making  thai  camp  the  logu-al  point  from  which  to 
ascend  to  the  lake. 

As  we  did  not  care  to  go  to  the  beach  before  Sun- 
day (Tnesday  i)eing  boat-day),  we  decided  to  have 
a  look  at  the  lake.  The  weather  in  the  morning  was 
fine,  and  our  party— Mr.  J.  L.  Wright,  Ah-.  John 
Monaghan  and  myself— made  an  early  start,  taking 
a  small  lunch  in  our  pockets. 

For  the  first  mile  the  going  was  very  bad,  through 
thick  undergrowth  and  windfall.  We  followed  the 
course  of  the  stream,  keeping  Avell  up  on  the  slope 
west  of  the  creek.  The  mile  of  bad  going,  in  which 
the  rise  is  about  one  thousand  five  hundred  feet, 
took  us  to  the  foot  of  the  horse-shoe — a  little  glade 
where  the  grass  was  luxuriant  and  wild  flowers 
abundant.     We  crossed  the  stream   exactly  at   the 
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folk,  stopi)iii^:  1()  have  a  drink,  aiul  observed  that 
the  water  of  the  wesi  branch  was  much  eolder  than 
Ihat  of  the  east,  the  ditTerence  beinp;  caused  by  the 
fact  that  the  eastern  stream  was  much  more  i- 
posed  to  sunli<4:ht. 

Keepinj;  to  the  eastern  side  we  ascended.  '"e 
found  jiood  {join J,'  all  the  way  fi'om  the  forks.  We 
were  above  the  timber.  The  way  was  steep,  very 
steep.  We  climbed  I'oi'  two  hours,  stopping:  once  in 
a  while  for  bi-eatii  and  to  examir.e  the  tloral  wonders 
standing  to  await  our  approbation  wherever  there 
was  soil  suliHeient  for  a  root-hold.  The  higher  we 
elimbed  the  more  numerous  were  the  tlowers.  I 
knew  very  few  of  them.  Many  arc  similar  to  those 
that  grow  at  lower  altitudes;  some  differ  only  in 
color.  The  eohimbine  is  of  a  wondeiful  golden  hue 
and  1  wondered  if  the  insect  friends  of  the  plant  at 
this  altitude  prefer  yellow,  thus  indicating  a  reason 
for  the  change  of  color. 

We  had  been  going  almost  north  and  chiefly  up 
when  the  surface  smoothed  out  a  little  and  the  trend 
of  the  valley  turned  westward. 

A  few  minutes  more  and  we  beheld  it ! 

No  words  can  adequately  describe  that  lake. 

It  covers  about  fifty  acres  and  has  two  tiny 
islands ;  the  shores  are  solid  rock  rising  perpendicu- 
larly, in  no  place  high  above  the  surface  of  the 
water,  but  evidently  reaching  down  to  unknown 
depths. 

\Yv  arrived  at  the  outlet,  Avhieh  is  at  the  lake's 
eastern  side.  Looking  west,  immediately  across  is 
the  glacier,  coming  down  to  the  edge  of  the  water; 
and  on  either  side  of  the  glacier  rise  forbidding- 
looking  saw-tooth  ridges.   The  glacier,  though  small, 
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is  very  interesting,  and  exhibits    both    lateral    and 
terminal  moraines. 

We  were  at  snow-line,  for  on  the  western  side  of 
the  lake  there  is  always  snow,  yet  we  stood  on  a 
earpct  of  soft,  curly,  dry  irrass  sprinkled  with  the 
ul)i(iuitous  mountain  flowers,  which  may  be  found 
growing  close  to  the  edge  of  melting  snow. 

1  thought  of  the  "Lady  of  the  Lake,"  and  in 
mental  picture  1  could  see  the  maiden  in  her  shallop 
rounding  the  nearest  island. 

Now,  the  color  of  the  water.  IIow  can  I  describe 
it?  We  saw  the  green  of  emeralds,  the  blue  of  sap- 
phires, with  a  ''glint  o"  li-lit"  here  and  there  sug- 
gesting diamonds.  This  idea  of  gems  to  form  a 
name  came  first  to  Wright,  lie  said.  "Let's  call  it 
Boiniy  Gem!"  John  and  1  agreed  that  no  other 
name  could  be  so  appropriate. 

We  could  only  conjecture  in  regard  to  the  lake's 
origin.  Most  of  the  small  lakes  at  the  head  of 
mountain  streams  have  been  formed  by  slides  that 
have  blocked  the  channel,  or  they  are  the  craters  of 
extinct  volcanoes,  or  were  scooped  out  by  glaciers. 
I  believe  tiiat  none  of  these  methods  of  world- 
building  could  have  been  used  in  creating  Bonny 
Gem.  It  seems  more  probable  that  an  almost  bot- 
tomless pit  was  formed  by  some  action  of  Energy 
near  what  is  now  the  middle  of  the  lake,  and  that, 
during  the  ages,  the  sides  of  this  pit  wall  had  broken 
and  sloughed  ofif  gi'adually  through  the  effect  of 
frost.  The  perpendicular  walls  show  a  clean  frac- 
ture, rough,  as  if  newly  broken;  the  grain  of  the 
rock  always  at  right  angles  to  the  line  of  fracture. 

We  had  no  way  of  determining  the  depth  of  the 
water,    but    all    appearances    indicate    an    immense 
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depth.     On  the  wt'stoni  side,  where,  for  unmeasured 

lliiie,  the  irliicicr  Ims  Ixtii  (lumpiiiir  Imuldcrs  itilo  tlic 

lake,  I  cxpfclcd  to  liiid  shalldw  waler,  hut  uj)<)ii  ar- 

rixiiij:    tliere    I    diseoverinl    tlie   same   perpendieular 

wall,   with    l)(Piil(|i'is   lijiliiiMcd   till   the   brink.     Thi'se 

are  sure  tu  l)e  r\)licd  in  with  the  eoiiiiu','  oT  another 

winter;  and  tlu'  water  at  tliis  point  had  the  prevail- 

injr  eoior  and  otTtretl  no   further  answer  to  my  in- 

terr.ifration  of  Nature. 

Tiu'  lake  is  l)onnded  on  the  three  reinainiuir  sides 

by  <^en11y-slopin<r.  j^i-ass-ebdhed  valley  walls.    A  few 

•.Miarleil  and  s1unte(l   larehes  fjrow   near  the  outlet, 

where  the  roek   foiiuatiun   is  identieal  with  the  rest 

of  the  sliore,  inceludin^-  a   jxissibiiity  tliat  the  lake 

had  l)een   formed  by  a  slide.     The  islands,  one  near 

the  eastern  side  not  far  from  the  outlet  and  the  other 

on  the  westei-n  side  well  to  the  north,  furnish  an  ad- 

diliniial  eharin  to  an  alto^^ether  cnti'aiicinjr  seene. 

^Ir.  Wriirht  said,  ".\Ir.  Seaman,  thei-e  are  only  a 

few  of  the  elect  who  evei'  ai'e  priviletred  to  view  such 

beauty;"'  and  that  is  true.     It  requires  work,  hard 

work,  and  lots  of  it  to  sui'nu)unt  opposiiifj-  eonditions 

and  bi'iuK'  one  to  the  plaees  where  such  marvels  nniy 

be  seen. 

We  sat  on  the  dry  jrrass  and  ate  oui-  luneh.  after 

whieh   Mr.    Wriuht    and    I    started   west   aiound   the 

lake.      We    found   a   sei'ies  of  little   ponds,   like  fish 

pom's,  m'stliiiii-  in  the  <,'rass,  close  tofrethei-,  no  two 

on  the  same  level    -an  unexpected  natural  curiosity. 

I  started  a  ')lue  grouse  and  it  treed  a  shoi't  distance 

away;  1  tiied  to  uet  a  shot,  but  failed. 

•lust  then  Mr.   Wri<«:ht   said,  "Well,  if  I   don't   iro 

u|)  now  that  1  am  so  near  I  shall  not  go  at  all." 

I  said.  "It's  two  o"elock  and  too  late  to  climb  that 

peak  today."' 

lie  asked  me  when  1  was  going  down,  and  which 
wnv. 
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I  r('|»li('(l  Ihiit  I  should  Icjivc  jit  ;il)iMit  five  o'clock 
1111(1  return  l)y  llic  same  route  as  far  as  tlie  forks; 
from  there  I  inteii(li'(|  keei)iim  to  the  east  of  the 
eri'ek  in  the  yreeii  tii'ihei',  as  I  thought  it  would  be 
better  walkinj.'.  lie  started  upward,  sayiiiy  that  he 
would  elinib  for  an  hour  aii<l  a  half  and  if  he  eoidd 
not  make  the  sutnmit  would  return. 

I  believed  that  he  would  not  elimb  farther  <liaii 
the  top  of  the  trrassy  ridir<'  leadiiiir  up  to  the  saw- 
tooth, iiiid  I  continued  my  circuit  of  the  lake,  oominir 
back  to  where  ^lonajrhan  lay  on  the  prrass.  I  in- 
(|uired  if  he  had  seen  anythiiiji'  of  Wright.  lie  said 
that  he  had  seen  him  away  up  at  the  second  slash; 
that  he  had  walked  into  the  slash  and  had  not  reap- 
peared. I  looked  at  that  slash  foi-  se\-eral  mo- 
ments, and  decided  that  I  could  not  have  seen  a  man 
there;  and  I  felt  a  perfect  assurance  th;it  my  eyes 
wei-e  as  irood  as  John's.  1  did  not  think  Wriyht 
would  jxo  so  far.  anyway.  I  concluded  that  he  had 
crossf'd  the  ridije  and  <rone  to  camp. 

I  said,  "We  will  wait  until  five  iMid  then  race  for 
caiii]).  Thei'e's  a  storm  cominu-  up."  This  was  evi- 
dent, as  the  clouds  had  l)eK-un  to  liather  shtirtly 
after  Wrijiht  left. 

In  the  meantime  I  looked  around  I'or  indicat'inis 
of  any  previous  visit  of  human  beins's  to  the  spot, 
and  found  none;  no  si^ni  that  camp  ever  had  been 
made  there,  and  1  think  that  no  white  men  ever  ha\e 
spent  a  nijjht  on  the  shores  of  Bonny  Gem.  Tlie  lake 
is  known  to  a  few  trappers  and  huntc  ;  and  pr-oli- 
ably  has  been  visited  by  prospectors  in  tli<Mr  lunei-- 
endinjj  quest  of  <xo\>\.  I  am  told  that  Mi.  Hale 
Thompson,  now  mayor  of  rhiea!.''o,  with  a  companion 
and  jruide  once  visited  the  lake  while  on  a  hunting' 
trip. 

I  saw  numerous  tracks  of  mountain  goat,  and  al- 
most every  small  boulder  lying  on  the  grassy,  park- 
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liko  slope  had  liocti  nvorturncd  l)y    Ix'ars    in    their 
sejireli  t'or  ants,  of  which  they  are  very  fond. 

Five  o'ch)ek  eanie,  and  no  s\<iu  of  Wrij;ht.  He 
carried  my  revolver  and  he  had  malehesfwe  had 
none.  On  tlie  remote  possil)ility  that  he  had  not  re- 
turned home  I  left  a  note  for  him  in  a  split  stake 
at  the  outlet,  aiul  my  little  axe;  and  then  we  pulled, 
or  rather  slid  for  eatnp.  The  storm  hroke  as  v.-e 
arrived  at  the  forks  and  we  were  soaked  when  we 
reached  eamp-  and  no  Wriirht.  T  never  felt  so 
mean  in  all  my  life.  Tt  would  soon  be  dark.  We  had 
no  lantern.  T  imacined  all  sorts  of  dire  happenings 
that  min-ht  hav(>  befallen  him. 

We  were  a  irlonmy  pair.  We  irot  supper  and  ate 
it.^  sittini'-  under  the  wiekv-up  sheltered  froin  the 
r;iin;  but  we  wisherl  -we  were  out  on  the  mountain 
with  Wrioht.  We  made  a  bateh  of  biscuits,  with 
the  determination  to  start  at  daybreak,  which  comes 
early  in  this  latitude,  and  iro  back  to  find  our  com- 
rade. 

^At  ten  we  "turned  in."  as  we  call  croinrr  to  bed. 
We  simply  kick  ofT  our  shoes  and!  lie  down.  We  had 
not  been  undressed  at  nisrht  for  weeks.  Then,  soon 
i^Uor  lyinc  doAvn.  we  heard  Writrht  shont.  T  was 
dad.  T  jumped  up  and  stirred  the  fire,  and  he 
stepped  into  the  circle  of  licht-  -a  picturesrine  fitrure 
TTe  had  lost  his  hat ;  the  seat  of  his  trousers  was  torn 
out :  one  trmisers  lejr  was  torn  from  the  bottom  near- 
ly to  the  belt ;  he  had  shot  a  blue  crouse  and  it  was 
hans-inqr  from  his  belt  behind  and  looked  as  thouffh 
he  had  drowned  it  instead  of  shootinj?  it.  TTe  was 
dead  tired,  but  ploriously  happy.  TTe  had  made  the 
ascent  of  a  peak  from  the  top  of  which  he  could  look 
down  on  the  summit  of  Monnt  T.illian;  had  encount- 
ored  many  difficnlt  places;  had  been  turned  back 
twice.  At  his  third  attempt  he  succeeded  in  frainine 
the  top.  where  he  built  a  cairn  of  stones,  and,  thinking 

I'at'e  Fourteen 


of  the  beautiful  lilies  prowinpr  in  the  prass  at  the 
lake,  he  iiatned  the  peak  Mount  Lilias.  I  was  amused 
when  I  heard  this,  for  I  had  not  yet  told  him  of  the 
name  T  had  jriven  to  my  mountain.  I  thouprht  that  if 
we  had  been  able  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
British  Columbian  irovernment  in  regard  to  a  com- 
plete report  of  our  explorations,  the  officials  M-ould 
have  considered  this  a  strancre  eoineidenee — the 
naminjr  of  two  peaks  in  the  same  loeality.  one. 
"Mount  Lillian,"  and  the  other,  "Mount  Lilias." 
But  it  did  not  sitrnify  that  the  two  explorers  were 
in  love  Avith  the  same  prirl. 

ATr.  Wrifjrht  had  made  a  serioug  mistake  in  tryinsr 
to  descend  by  a  different  way  than  that  by  which 
he  ascended.  TTe  was  obliped  to  retrace  the  course 
first  chosen  and  find  a  more  fensible  route.  The 
rain  that  cauirht  us  near  the  forks  was  snow  nn  the 
mountain  TTe  was  hindered  by  it.  AIsti,  the  lisht, 
Avhich  lasted  as  Ions  as  he  was  hitrh  up  on  the  slopes, 
(^anjred  into  pitchy  darkness  as  soon  as  he  struck 
the  timber.  TTe  literally  felt  his  way  down,  «;uided 
by  the  roar  >>(  the  stream — a  very  trying  experience 
and  an  altogether  danperons  adventure.  The  wise 
and  safe  proeeedinir  woul.l  have  been  to  travel  as 
lonpr  as  he  could  see  and  then  wait  until  daybreak, 
when  he  could  po  on  safely. 

On  his  return  Mr.  Wrijrht  did  not  pass  the  outlet, 
so  my  note  and  axe  must  he  there  yet,  the  only 
tokens  of  our  visit. 

T  remarked  to  the  youn?  man  that  I  did  not  sup- 
pose he  was  such  a  consummate  ass  as  to  try  thnt 
peak  alone,  or  T  woidd  not  have  left  the  lake  with- 
out him.  Tn  reality  there  is  nothing  asinine  about 
Mr.  Wriprht.  TTe  is  a  fine  fellow,  a  graduate  of  the 
T^niversity  of  Toronto,  a  most  loyal  Canadian.  TTe 
has  the  pluck  to  conceive  more  than  he  has  strenqrth 
to  execute. 
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On  fhc  InllowinLr  diiy  wv  luokr  catnp  and  p.ifkcd 
tu-elvi'  miles  to  tlio  l)pj|ph.  Wriylit  was  so  nearly 
"ilotic  out"  thai  Moiia!;haii  and  I  tftok  in  our  packs 
all  tlio  onrtip  outfit  and  our  own  personal  ffTccts, 
Iciivinj?  him  only  his  own  bed  and  olothinj?  to  carry! 
\Vr  stopped  at  onr  six-mile  cache  for  lunch,  and 
from  there  to  the  beach  I  took  on  part  itf  Wriixht's 
personal  effects.  In  that  way  lu'  made  the  trip,  hut 
Mas  too  tired  to  iret  supp<'r  or  to  cat. 

We  put  up  our  tent  in  the  edtre  of  the  bushes  for 
the  ni-hl.  The  midtres  kept  us  awake.  The  follow- 
ini:  eveninpr-  our  last  on  Kootenay  T.ake  -we  were 
invited  lo  the  home  of  },]v.  T.indsey.  who  was  to  take 
us  to  Kaslo  in  liis  launch. 

A  party  of  hi'jh  school  jrirls  and  hoys  from  Nel- 
son were  canipin<.r  at  the  beach.  TlteiV  idea  of  an 
outinir  was  to  be  up  makinir  niirbt  hideous  and  then 
sleep  all  flay.  Thi'y  saw  us  pass  their  tent  and  kg  to 
ours  when  we  returned  from  Mr.  Lindsey's. 

T  said  to  the  boys.  "T'm  L'oinir  to  take  my  blankets 
;ind  tro  riirht  down  to  the  edfre  of  the  water  and 
snread  thete  on  the  sand.  Tt 's  cool  there  and  T  don't 
ihii'k  the  midires  will  blither."  They  approved  of 
the  proposition  and  we  had  .just  settled  ourselves 
w]i  the  sand  when  the  hisrh  school  bunch  started  a 
s.'^nade.  They  were  in  the  bushes  around  our  tent, 
evidently  tliinkinir  they  had  us  sunounded.  They 
couldn't  fret  ns  out,  and  went  away  only  to  come 
back  affjiin.  and  yet  acrain.  The  last  time,  knowinff 
W"  wei-e  Yankees  and  assuminu-  that  we  were  dead. 
tl'ov  started  sinuinir.  "John  Browni's  Body  Lies  a 
^rouldrrins:  in  the  Grave." 

One  of  our  party  jrathered  some  twiirs,  built  a  fii-e, 
;ind  they  could  then  see  us  in  our  blankets  near  the 
water. 

The  next  day  Me  went  to  Kaslo,  and  i)roceeded  on 
"ur  joni'ney  home. 
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